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DURHAM, NH – Most New Hampshire residents believe good diplomacy is the best way to ensure peace in the world and the U.S. is
among the greatest countries in the world. Granite Staters see the U.S. economy as unfairly favoring powerful interests and generaly
favor government regulaƟon of businesses and Wal Street, but a plurality also say government is almost always wasteful and
ineﬃcient. Residents express high levels of conﬁdence in the military, the police, and the Supreme Court, but low levels of conﬁdence in
the presidency, newspapers, television news, and Congress.
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Nine hundred
and ﬁŌy-six (956) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between
October 26 and November 9, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.2 percent.
America's RelaƟonship with the Rest of the World
Granite Staters are clearly divided by parƟsanship on the best policies for both domesƟc and foreign aﬀairs. When presented with the
folowing opƟons, six in ten New Hampshire residents (60%) say that good diplomacy is the best way to ensure peace while 26% say the
best way to ensure peace is through military strength. Eleven percent agree with neither statement while 3% don't know or are not
sure. Eighty-seven of Democrats and 53% of Independents believe good diplomacy is the best way to ensure peace but only 33% of
Republicans agree.
Self-described liberals, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, those who primarily get their naƟonal news through newspapers,
and those who have completed postgraduate work are most likely to say good diplomacy is the best way to ensure peace while
self-described conservaƟves, those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, and those who watch Fox News are most likely to say the best
way to ensure peace is through military strength.
* We ask that this copyrighted informaƟon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.


















Diplomacy or Military Strength
Good diplomacy best way Peace through military strength Neither
















When presented with the folowing opƟons, just over a quarter of Granite Staters (27%) say the U.S. stands above al other countries in
the world. Just over half (55%) say the U.S. is one of the greatest countries in the world, along with some others, 15% say there are
other countries beƩer than the U.S., and 3% don't know or are unsure. Nearly half (46%) of Republicans say the U.S. stands above al
other countries in the world but only 23% of Independents and 13% of Democrats agree.
Self-described conservaƟves, those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, those who watch Fox News, those aged 65 and older, those
with a high school educaƟon or less, and those who primarily get their naƟonal news through television are most likely to say the U.S.
stands above al other countries in the world while self-described liberals, those who primarily get their naƟonal news through social
media, and those aged 18 to 34 are most likely to say there are other countries beƩer than the U.S.


















Government IntervenƟon and the Economy
When presented with the folowing opƟons, two-thirds of New Hampshire residents (67%) say the economic system in this country
unfairly favors powerful interests. Just under a quarter (24%) say the economic system in this country is generaly fair to most
Americans, 7% agree with neither statement, and 2% don't know or are unsure. Nearly nine in ten Democrats (89%) and 72% of
Independents say the economic system unfairly favors powerful interests but only 41% of Republicans agree.
Self-idenƟﬁed liberals, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, those who primarily get their naƟonal news through newspapers,
and those who have completed postgraduate work are most likely to say the economic system in this country unfairly favors powerful
interests, while those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, self-described conservaƟves, and those who watch Fox News are least likely
to say so.
US stands above al others US one of greatest along with others Other countries better than US
U.S. Compared to Other Countries
Fairness of the Country's Economic System
Econ. system generaly fair to most Americans
Econ. system unfairly favors powerful interests
Neither



















When presented with the folowing opƟons, more than half of Granite Staters (56%) say government regulaƟon of business is necessary
to protect the public interest. Just over a quarter (29%) say government regulaƟon of business usualy does more harm than good, 11%
agree with neither statement, and 4% don't know or are unsure. Seventy-nine percent of Democrats and 54% of Independents say
government regulaƟon of business is necessary to protect the public interest but only one-third (33%) of Republicans agree.
Self-described liberals, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, those who have completed postgraduate work, and those who
primarily get their naƟonal news through newspapers or social media are most likely to say government regulaƟon of business is
necessary to protect the public interest while self-described conservaƟves, those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, and those who
watch Fox News are most likely to say government regulaƟon of business usualy does more harm than good.



















Only 11% of New Hampshire residents say the government regulates Wal Street too much while 41% say the government regulates
Wal Street too liƩle, 30% say they regulate about the right amount, and 19% don't know or are unsure. More than half of Democrats
(58%) say the government regulates Wal Street too liƩle but only 40% of Independents and 25% of Republicans agree.
Self-idenƟﬁed liberals, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, and those who have completed postgraduate work are most likely to
say the government regulaƟon of Wal Street is too liƩle, while registered Republicans and those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016
are most likely to say the government regulates Wal Street about the right amount.
Gov. regulation necessary to protect public interest
Gov. regulation usualy more harm than good
Neither
Government RegulaƟon of Business
Government RegulaƟon of Wal Street
Too Much Too Little About Right Amount




















When presented with the folowing opƟons, nearly half of Granite Staters (47%) say government is almost always wasteful and
ineﬃcient while 38% say government oŌen does a beƩer job than people give it credit for, 14% agree with neither statement, and 1%
don't know or are unsure. Sixty-two percent of Republicans say government is almost always wasteful and ineﬃcient but only 46% of
Independents and 35% of Democrats agree.
Self-described conservaƟves, those who voted for Donald Trump, those who watch Fox News, and those aged 50 to 64 are most likely
to say government is almost always wasteful and ineﬃcient while those who primarily get their naƟonal news through newspapers or
social media, those who have completed postgraduate work, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, those aged 18 to 34, and
self-described liberals are most likely to say government oŌen does a beƩer job than people give it credit for.
Government almost always wasteful and ineﬃcient
Government often does better job than given credit for
Neither











































































A Great Deal or Quite a Lot of Conﬁdence in InsƟtuƟons
Conﬁdence in InsƟtuƟons
New Hampshire residents are most likely to say they have "a great deal" or "quite a lot" of conﬁdence in the military (75%), the police
(66%), and the Supreme Court (54%). A third or less say they have this much conﬁdence in the criminal jusƟce system (33%), banks
(31%), the presidency (30%), newspapers (24%), television news (22%), or Congress (14%).
Republicans are more likely than Democrats or Independents to say they have a great deal or quite a lot of conﬁdence in the military,
the police, the Supreme Court, Banks, and the Presidency while Democrats have greater conﬁdence than Republicans and Independents
in newspapers and television news. Democrats, Independents, and Republicans al have quite low levels of conﬁdence in Congress.












A Great Deal Quite A Lot Some A Little Don't Know/Not Sure
Granite Staters have quite low conﬁdence in media insƟtuƟons such as newspapers and television news. Those who watch MSNBC,
self-idenƟﬁed Democrats, self-described liberals, those who voted for Hilary Clinton in 2016, and those who primarily get their naƟonal
news from newspapers are most likely to say they have a great deal or quite a lot of conﬁdence in these media insƟtuƟons while those
who voted for Donald Trump in 2016 are least likely to have this much conﬁdence in these types of insƟtuƟons.
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Banks 22%45%18%13%
Banks
Granite Staters have middling conﬁdence in banks. Those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016 are most likely to have a great deal or
quite a lot of conﬁdence in banks.
A Great Deal Quite A Lot Some A Little Don't Know/Not Sure
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Military
Police



























Granite Staters have relaƟvely high conﬁdence in security insƟtuƟons such as the military and the police. Those who voted for Donald
Trump in 2016, self-idenƟﬁed Republicans, self-described conservaƟves, and those who watch Fox News are most likely to have a great
deal or quite a lot of conﬁdence in the military and the police while self-described liberals are least likely to have this much conﬁdence
in these insƟtuƟons.
Granite Staters have somewhat low conﬁdence in federal governing insƟtuƟons such as the Supreme Court, the presidency, and
Congress. Those who voted for Donald Trump in 2016, self-idenƟﬁed Republicans, self-described conservaƟves, and those who watch
Fox News are most likely to have a great deal or quite a lot of conﬁdence in the presidency while those aged 65 and older, those who
primarily get their naƟonal news from newspapers, self-idenƟﬁed Republicans, and those who have completed postgraduate work are
most likely to have this much conﬁdence in the Supreme Court.
A Great Deal Quite A Lot Some A Little Don't Know/Not Sure
A Great Deal Quite A Lot Some A Little Don't Know/Not Sure
Inﬂuence on Government
Two-thirds of Granite Staters (66%) believe that poliƟcal contribuƟons or donaƟons have a lot of inﬂuence on what the federal
government does. Eighteen percent say contribuƟons or donaƟons have some inﬂuence, 8% say they have not much inﬂuence, 4% say
they have no inﬂuence at al, and 3% don't know or are unsure. Residents gave largely similar responses to this quesƟon in 2013 and
2011.
Respondents who have completed postgraduate work and those who primarily get their naƟonal news through the radio are most likely
to say poliƟcal contribuƟons have a lot of inﬂuence, while those who watch Fox News are least likely to say so.


















Inﬂuence of PoliƟcal ContribuƟons or DonaƟons on Federal Government
A lot of inﬂuence Some inﬂuence Not much inﬂuence No inﬂuence at al Don't Know/Not Sure




















Inﬂuence of People Like Yourself on Federal Government
Only 4% of Granite Staters believe that people like themselves has a lot of inﬂuence on what the federal government does. Twenty-ﬁve
percent say contribuƟons or donaƟons have some inﬂuence, 41% say they have not much inﬂuence, 28% say they have no inﬂuence at
al, and than 1% don't know or are unsure. Residents gave largely similar responses to this quesƟon in 2013 and 2011.
Respondents aged 35 to 49 and those who did not vote in 2016 are most likely to say people like themselves have no inﬂuence at al,
while those who primarily get their naƟonal news through newspapers and those aged 18 to 34 are most likely to say people have a lot
or some inﬂuence.
A lot of inﬂuence Some inﬂuence Not much inﬂuence No inﬂuence at al Don't Know/Not Sure
Granite State Pol Methodology
These ﬁndings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Nine hundred
and ﬁŌy-six (956) randomly selected New Hampshire adults were interviewed in English by landline and celular telephone between
October 26 and November 9, 2017. The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 3.2 percent. These MSE’s have not been adjusted
for design eﬀect. The design eﬀect for the survey is 1.3%.
The random sample used in the Granite State Pol was purchased from MarkeƟng Systems Group (MSG), Horsham, PA. MSG screens
each selected telephone number to eliminate non-working numbers, disconnected numbers, and business numbers to improve the
eﬃciency of the sample, reducing the amount of Ɵme interviewers spend caling non-usable numbers.
The data have been weighted to adjust for numbers of adults and telephone lines within households. AddiƟonaly, data were weighted
by respondent sex, age, educaƟon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS)
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. In addiƟon to potenƟal sampling error, al surveys have other potenƟal sources of non-sampling
error including quesƟon order eﬀects, quesƟon wording eﬀects, and non-response. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to
100%. The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaƟon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesƟons.
For more informaƟon about the methodology used in the Granite State Pol, contact Dr. Andrew Smith at (603) 862-2226 or by email at
andrew.smith@unh.edu.
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Watch Some Other Network





















































































































































































































































































































Watch Some Other Network
















































































































































































































































































































Watch Some Other Network
















































































































































































































































































does a better job


































Watch Some Other Network









































































































































































































































































GOV4: Please tel me which comes closest to your opinion..
The US stands above
al other countries in
the world
The US is one of the
greatest countries






































Watch Some Other Network








































































































































































































































































GOV5: Which of these statements best describes your opinion about the United States?
































Watch Some Other Network










































































































































































































































































GOV6: Which of these statements best describes your opinion on government regulation of Wal Street?
































Watch Some Other Network






















































































































































































































































































































CONF1: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: The military
































Watch Some Other Network











































































































































































































































































































CONF2: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: The police
































Watch Some Other Network





















































































































































































































































































































CONF3: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: The presidency
































Watch Some Other Network





















































































































































































































































































































CONF4: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: The US Supreme
Court
































Watch Some Other Network





















































































































































































































































































































CONF5: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: Banks
































Watch Some Other Network


















































































































































































































































































































CONF6: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: The criminal
justice system
































Watch Some Other Network
























































































































































































































































































































CONF7: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: Television news
































Watch Some Other Network






















































































































































































































































































































CONF8: I am going to read you a list of institutions in American society. Please tel me how much conﬁdence you have in each one: Newspapers
































Watch Some Other Network















































































































































































































































































































































































Watch Some Other Network

















































































































































































































































































































































































Watch Some Other Network



















































































































































































































































































































GOV8: How much inﬂuence do you think that people like yourself have on what the federal government does?
